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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: UNCTAD 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD TDB: TRANSFER OE TECHNOLOGY 

1. IN TDB PLENARY SESSION, OCTOBER 6, GROUP B SPOKESMAN 
(MONTGOMERY) MADE STATEMENT CONCERNING SECRETARIAT'S 
PROGRESS REPORT ON SECTORAL STUDIES (TD/B/613), WHICH 
COVERED ALL MAJOR POINTS RAISED IN US DEL POSITION 
PAPER PLUS ADDITIONAL CONCERNSRAISED BY OTHER GROUP B 
COUNTRIES. (TEXT OF GROUP B STATEMENT EOLLOWS IN 
PARAGRAPH 3.) ONLY OTHER STATEMENT ON THIS SUBJECT WAS 
GIVEN BY GROUP D SPOKESMAN (POLAND), WHO NOTED THAT 
SECTORAL STUDIES DISCRIBED IN REPORT ONLY EOCUS ON 
TECHNOLOGY IN WESTERN COUNTRIES AND ASKED THE STUDIES 
ALSO INCLUDE MATERIAL RELATING TO TECHNOLOGY IN THE 
SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. FOLLOWING THESE 
STATEMENTS, TDB PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD NOT 
CLOSE DEBATE ON THIS AGENDA ITEM TO PERMIT POSSIBLE 
RESPONSE FROM UNCTAD SECRETARIAT. 

2. CODE OF CONDUCT- IN REPORT TO GROUP B ON RECENT 
PARIS MEETING TO PREPARE EOR EIRST NOVEMBER MEETING ON 
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CODE OF CONDUCT, GROUP COORDINATOR TANIGUCHI POINTED 
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OUT THAT GROUP B AND THE G-77 HOLD DIFFERING VIEWS ON 
THE ORDER IN WHICH TOPICS WILL BE CONSIDERED IN 
WORKING GROUPS. AT NOVEMBER MEETING, G-77 
WANTS TO CONVENE WORKING GROUP TO CONSIDER NATURE AND 
FORM OF CODE OF CONDUCT, WHICH WOULD MEET CONCURRENTLY 
WITH ANOTHER WORKING GROUP, WHICH WOULD CONSIDER 
PRINCIPLES, OBJECTIVES, SCOPE AND DEFINITION OF A 
CODE; SPECIAL MEASURES FOR LDCS; AND RESTRICTIVE 
BUSINESS PRACTICES. THIS RUNS COUNTER TO GROUP B 
VIEW THAT THESE LATTER MATTERS SHOULD BE DISCUSSED 
FIRST, LEAVING THE NATURE AND FORM OF CODE FOR CONSID- 
ERATION AT LATER MEETINGS. TANIGUCHI SAID GROUP B 
WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH G-77 AND UNCTAD 
SECRETARIAT IN GENEVA IN AN EFFORT TO REACH AGREEMENT 
PRIOR TO NOVEMBER MEETING. IN THE MEANTIME, TANIGUCHI 
REPORTED THAT G-77 WILL BE MEETING IN MEXICO CITY, 

OCTOBER 1 1-15, TO PREPARE FOR NOVEMBER SESSION. 

3. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF GROUP B STATEMENT ON SECTORAL 
STUDIES, WHICH WAS MADE IN TDB ON OCTOBER 6: QUOTE: 

THE COUNTRIES OF GROUP B STUDIED WITH INTEREST THE 
PROGRESS REPORT BY THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT ON SECTOR 
STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
(TD/B/613). WE APPRECIATE RECEIVING THE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT, BUT WE FEEL THAT IT IS IN- 
COMPLETE IN SOME RESPECTS. THEREFORE, WE WOULD LIKE 
TO REQUEST THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT TO PROVIDE SOME 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, WHICH WE HOPE CAN BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THIS TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD. 

WE, FIRST OF ALL, NOTED THAT THIS REPORT DOES NOT 
ATTEMPT TO INVENTORY EXISTING SECTOR STUDIES, IN 
PARTICULAR THOSE CONDUCTED BY INTERGOVERNMENTAL OR- 
GANIZATIONS SUCH AS UNIDO, THE FAO, THE ITU, THE WHO, 
UNESCO, WIPO, AND THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS. WE REGRET 
THIS. IN CONDUCTING ITS OWN STUDIES, IT WOULD SEEM 
LOGICAL AND USEFUL FOR THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT TO 
CATALOG EXISTING REPORTS AND, WHERE APPROPRIATE, DRAW 
DIRECTLY FROM THEM AND PROVIDE SUCH INFORMATION TO 
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THE BOARD. WE ALSO QUESTION THE CHOICE OF ADDITIONAL 
SECTORS FOR SOME OF THESE SUTDIES IN LIGHT OF THE 
PRIORITIES ESTABLISHED IN COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 2(1) 

AND COBFERENCE RESOLUTION 87(IV), AND WOULD APPRECIATE 
SOME CLARIFICATION FROM THE SECRETARIAT ON ITS CHOICE 
OF THE SECTORS TO BE STUDIED. 

ALSO, THERE IS NO INDICATION IN THE PROGRESS REPORT 
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AS TO THE METHODOLOGY WHICH IS BEING EMPLOYED IN THE 
SECTOR STUDIES. WE THINK IT WOULD BE VERY USEEUL IF 
THE SECRETARY GENERAL WOULD ANSWER CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 
SUCH AS WHETHER THE WORK IS BEING CONDUCTED BY MEMBERS 
OE THE SECRETARIAT STALE OR OUTSIDE EXPERTS. WE WOULD 
ALSO LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER THE SECRETARIAT IS DRAWING 
ON THE EXPERTISE OE INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES, INCLUDING 
PRODUCERS IN THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

IN THE SECTION ON PHARMACEUTICALS, REEERENCE IS 
MADE IN PARAGRAPH 16 TO WORK THAT IS BEING DIRECTED 
TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERREGIONAL CENTER 
EOR THE TRANSFER AND DEVELOPMENT OE TECHNOLOGY IN THE 
PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY. THIS IS THE EIRST TIME WE 
HAVE HEARD OE AN INTERREGIONAL CENTER BEING ESTABLISHED 
EOR THIS SECTOR. WE WOULD THEREEORE APPRECIATE RE- 
CEIVING A SEPARATE REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
DESCRIBING UNCTAD'S ROLE IN ONGOING EEFORTS IN THIS 
AREA. IF SUCH A CENTER IS CONTEMPLATED, 

THE COUNTRIES OF GROUP B WILL WANT TO BE CONSULTED 
ON ITS OBJECTIVES AND TERMS OF REFERENCE. EURTHER- 
MORE, CONSIDERATION OF THIS MATTER SHOULD NOT PROCEED 
IN ISOLATION, BUT SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT IN CONNECTION 
WITH OTHER PROPOSALS EOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OE REGIONAL, 
INTERREGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL CENTERS EOR THE TRANSEER 
OE TECHNOLOGY. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE EERTILIZER INDUSTRY, WE NOTE 
THAT A GREAT DEAL OE LITERATURE EXISTS ON THE SUBJECT 
INCUUDING THE RELEVANCE OE TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
EOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. A FIRST STEP IN SUCH A STUDY 
SHOULD BE A REVIEW OE THE STATE OE THE ART. WE ARE 
PLEASED TO NOTE THAT THE SECRETARIAT IS COOPERATING 
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WITH UNEP AND UNIDO IN STUDYING THIS SECTOR, BUT WE 
WONDER WHETHER THIS COORDINATION HAS EXTENDED TO THE 
EAO. EURTHERMORE, MR. PRESIDENT, AS A GENERAL POINT, 

WE TRUST THAT STUDIES CONDUCTED IN OTHER SECTORS 
ALSO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE WORK BEING DONE IN OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS. UNQUOTE.CATTO 
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